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Defacing cancel;

QUESTION: I have a copy of
U.S. Scott 183 with a rather un-

Question
Corner

usual cancellation, as shown
on the copy illustrated.

The dots in the center per-
forate the paper with ink, like
an inked grill. Was this a pat-
ented cancellation tried out by
the post office to prevent re-
moval?

ANSWER: Yes, this appears
to be one of the defacing can-

celers used in the mid-1800s.

For some time after stamps
came into use in the United
States in 1847, the Post Office
Department looked for a way
of canceling stamps to ensure
they would not be reused.

One idea was to make can-
celers with blades or pins that
would cut the surface of the
paper as the cancellation was
applied:

This would allow the cancel-
ing ink to soak into the fibers
of the stamp more completely
than if the cancellation was
just applied to the surface.

According to the Scott cata-
log, about 125 different kinds

of cancelers of this type are
known. Patents were granted
to many inventors for these
cancelers.

They were used until about
1887.

The stamp shown, the 2¢ An-

drew Jackson of 1879, is one of
the stamps most often found

with a defacing cancel.

Others are the 3¢ Washing-
ton of 1861 (Scott 65), 3¢ Wash-
ington of 1870 (Scott 147), 3¢
Washington of 1873 (Scott 158)
and 3¢ Washington of 1879
(Scott 184). :

Further details on defacmg
cancellations can be found in

the Scott Specialized Cata- .

logue of United States Stamps
in the Information for Collec-

A canceler ';.».e.t."forated tﬁis
stamp with ink.

fors section.
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United States

Supplemenfarg Man'/, Typd’ G

[ES ON COMMON U,
W. L. Bascock, M. D., Detroit, Mich, |

New York Supplementary Mails.|countries’ or handed in at the ‘supplemen-
Current Post-Mark—Many collectors tary mail” window, and double the regu- ||,
are unaware that a Supplementary Mail | lar postage must be prepaid in all cases. |||
cancellation is still in use by the New| Articles deposited in said drops after the f
York Post Office. This is known as closing of the regular mail, for despatch

: Type C and is illustrated below. It was by a particular vessel, w_ill not be: sa. for- |

Cunard [Lin first described in the A. P. Nov., 1923. | warded unless such additional postage is
g4 Late mail is dispatched to the steamship | fully prepaid thereon by stamps and the ||/
ON=R.Jund piers where first class items receive this|articles are mailed before the supple- }

postmark by a postal clerk, who is at the mentary closing time. At the foreign
pier for 90 minutes hefore sailing. | Busi- | station supplementary mail closes half an
ness firms or individuals may despatch|hour later than the supplementary closing \
mail to the pier direct or through the|time shown below, except that the sup- |
Foreign Station at Morton, Washington | plementary mail for European countries
and West Streets, This postmark can|and for Central America, etc., via Cristo-
bal, closes one hour later.

On Steamship Piers. Double postage
required. Whenever mail vessels of the
American, Red Star, White Star, Cunard,
Erench, United States Lines, Norwegian-
American, Scandinavian-American, Swed-
ish-American, Holland-American, New|
Yorl and Cuba Mail, United Fruit, Lam- |
port and Holt, Panama, Red ‘D', New
York and Porto Rico, Munson, Grace,
Royal Mail, Pacific Steam Navigation,
c Clyde (Santo Domingo) and Quebec - i
5 'd\ : lines, sail between the hours of 9 A. M. 4
, Avisuys be identified by the lower number|and 6 P. M., the supplementary mail
& THdate in center; otherwise it resembles post office on the steamship pier is open
A eral Gl common domestic station cancella- | to the public 134 hours before the sched- ) !
8\ fisst\ forsecond class mail; —Itispro- | uled sailing time and closes 10 minutes 1
A\ by a rubber faced handstamp 33x |before the scheduled sailing time.” f
|\vap—the long axis horizontal. The E. B. Sterling—What memories arise
223 fito 1udzdent1ﬁes thg SS S.an}e, but c%)oe_s at sight of this name. A resident of
an sed fiespond to the S..S. pier Umber. | Trenton, New Jersey. A collector for 50
neBt was used on 22 steamship piers;

NRRRRRNNRR S~

R

b . el years; a dealer for 30 years, and a big-
i ed @V York and 5 in Hoboken. The hearted friend. He sold many stamps
) t§t~ ¢ have been identified from and he gave many away. Collectors of

a generation past who knew him will re-
call his many fine qualities. He was an
authority on U. S, Revenues and Carriers,
A score or more of his {riends received,
and if living still have, a mementa of
him in the shape of a stamp from the
The! 'a;-k . i mail of the “Steamer Oregon” sunk off
Lgsue! ppears more olten on| . Isand on March 14, 1886. This

cdthan on the stamp, though |, .. included a packet of his stamps re-
CC“\,l both. This explains its| ¢ opaq by John G. Payne, Godaluring,
“ppeﬁybas- a _ca_nceuatxon on th? England. He received it on March 31,
the. 1 D¢ looked Ifor on 3 or 5 1886, labeled by Postmaster of New York
specﬂ131r multip o though oc- City to the effect that it was salvaged
why|on 1 and 2 cent stamps | from the mail of the sunken “Steamer
to stin combination, to make Oregon”. The package had been water
Thate. The following of- soaked, but the stamps were little dam-

0} se¥iarhite Star Line, Pier No. 60—
VoSt W . No. 2 Cunard Line,
AT 8foot 14th St. W.; No, 3—
ov Pler 57—foot 15th St. W.;
oy \“;‘7"- —U. S. Lines?; Nos. 6 to 22

-
ul
2 a2

e . ST R B - S

ialated Oct., 1922, ; T : p ‘
-\ quiaate ) ) aged. They consisted of U. S, 1851—10]|s 1
oo\ AZINTARY MAILS”  |o7d i2c and 5 o bes OF 1861 and 1870. ‘
Ne ait ot ffice. Double postage | He mounted 58 stamps on gilt edged
e cal | seVE must be depos:ted_ in ! white cards, each numbered, and distrib-
?‘_?3\1 is ‘-L'letters for foreign'uted them to his friends. Mine was a 24
P —— |
st b
a o
c £
om Y -
kr —— =

0-1 with N Y. Bx ort
d - Y. t
cangellatlon, and  the attractive pririljted
cgr reads-—_I hereby certify that the
e Md, | 3DOVe stamp is one of 55 received by me
= | from the Steamer Or
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